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Symbiosis Law School, Pune, (“SLS, Pune”) is proud to present the XI" edition
of the Symbiosis Law School, Pune — International Criminal Trial Advocacy
Competition (“SICTA”), 2026. As we introspect upon a decade-old legacy of
SICTA, we are filled with immense pride and gratitude. Over the past decade,
this competition has grown beyond our wildest expectations, becoming a beacon
of excellence in the field of international criminal law. The journey has been
nothing short of extraordinary, and we are humbled by the remarkable

scholarship and dedication demonstrated by the participants.

From its inception, SICTA was envisioned as a platform to foster a deeper
understanding of international criminal law among law students through a trial
advocacy competition based on the International Criminal Court, and the Rome
Statute. The competition has not only achieved this goal but has also surpassed
it, generating a wealth of scholarship that has significantly contributed to the

academic discourse in this field.

As we look back at the institutional learning gained through SICTA, we grow
cognizant of the challenges faced due to the disruption caused by the COVID-
19 pandemic. However, deep in our awareness of such challenges lies a lesson
of resilience and adaptability shown by the participating students, our beloved
judges, and the organising teams over and over. Despite the obstacles, the
competition continued to thrive, adapting to virtual formats and ensuring that

the spirit of SICTA remained intact.




In this context, with renewed vigour, Symbiosis Law School, Pune is proud to

announce the theme of the next edition of SICTA.

The theme of XI"™ Symbiosis Law School, Pune, International Criminal Trial
Advocacy Competition, 2026 relates to international conflict occasioned due to
inequitable distribution of access to critical large language models, especially
in the context of inter-governmental policies adverse to refugees and migrants.
Within the framework of the said theme, the participants will also get an
opportunity to study and construct arguments relating to the appropriate
interpretation of extant rules governing clandestine alliance systems and covert

treaties in international relations.

We request all stakeholders to give us an opportunity to host them for another
promising edition of our flagship competition and look forward to welcoming

the participants, judges and other stakeholders to SICTA 2026.




